Pastoralism in Uganda: theory, practice, and policy by CD Waiswa et al (2019, 282pp) is a textbook published by Gulu University, Makerere University, Center for Basic Research, Karamoja Development Forum, IIED (International Institute of Environment & Development) and Tufts University Feinstein International Center. It is a general reference on pastoralism that enables students to understand how pastoralism functions as a system; its contributions to local, national, regional and global economies and sustainable environmental management; and its role in promoting peace and harmony between pastoralist and other communities. The textbook demonstrates the significant value of pastoralism today and its strategic role in contributing to Uganda’s Vision 2040. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It looks at the opportunities and the constraints to livelihoods in pastoral areas in Uganda. It examines the sustainability of natural and livestock resources management in theory and in practice. It also looks at the strategies employed by pastoral communities to manage and benefit from variable and unpredictable conditions in the arid and semi-arid regions (ASAL). In addition, it investigates how effectively pastoral institutions contribute to the proper and rational utilization of rangeland resources as well as the socio-economic contribution of pastoralism at the local, national, and international levels. The textbook facilitates discussion on the role and contribution of pastoralism to national and regional development objectives, and debates its place in a modern and changing world. In other words, pastoralism does not exist in a vacuum—it interacts with other production systems and is impacted by government policies. 
Using scientific evidence and case study material, the textbook demonstrates the logic of pastoralism in environments characterized by highly variable and unpredictable conditions, including drought. It shows how pastoralism is a rational livelihood and land use system regulated by, and proactively exploiting,ecology with complex modes of social, political, and economic organization that enables it to prosper in the high spatial and temporal diversity of dryland environments. It also shows that pastoralism, far from being outmoded and uneconomic, is highly dynamic and intricately linked into the modern world, contributing significantly to national and international markets in Uganda and beyond.
This texbook interrogates pastoralism as a livelihood system in terms of its origin, rationale, and where it is practiced today. It examines the three basic pillars of pastoralism and the interdependence of each pillar within the system as a whole. These pillars are: 
• Natural resources 
• The livestock herd 
• Pastoral society and institutions. 
It is important for the reader to note that pastoralism is found in some of the most challenging, as well as rich and fertile, environments on earth, from the Nile and the Rift Valleys to the steppes of Mongolia and the edges of the Sahara Desert, as well as in mountainous and lowland regions in Europe. 
 




