
[image: image1.png]



CELEP POSITION PAPER ON: 

“Pastoralists’ Access to and Management of Natural Resources” 

We, the “Coalition of European Lobbies on Eastern African Pastoralism”, believe that access to natural resources such as land, water, pastures and forests is of key importance to pastoralism. Pastoralists need to have control over and access to land and water in order to maintain their livelihoods and maximise their productivity. National and regional laws and policies should establish and protect rights of access to and use of natural resources, allow decentralisation and support local institutions. 

In the drylands, where rainfall is unpredictable and scattered over time and place, pastoralists have to be flexible and move their livestock according to the availability of rain and better-quality pastures. Without access to natural resources, the livestock cannot be fed properly and the pastoralists have less production from their animals (e.g. in the form of milk) to live on. They will be less food secure and face difficulties in recovering after droughts. 

To manage and control the use of pastures and water, pastoralists have customary institutions and common property regimes that regulate access to and management of natural resources. Decentralisation of governance allows pastoralists to secure their land rights and livelihoods through this local form of organisation and decision-making. Based on the principle of reciprocity, pastoralists agree on rules that control access to pastures and make it possible for land to be used in a sustainable manner. By providing clarity on the rights of access, the likelihood of misunderstanding or conflict is also diminished. However, competition for natural resources and the availability of guns have led to conflicts and therefore require special attention.  

Pastoralists’ access to and management of natural resources is particularly important for the following reasons:

To maintain their livelihoods 

Particularly in the dry season, herds will not be able to move too far away from a waterpoint. Control of access to water therefore means control of access to pastures. In the dry season, pastoralists will also have to be able to move to wetter places. For pastoralists, access to certain pastures and waterpoints in times of need is therefore crucial. To manage this movement and use of pastures, pastoralists negotiate and establish rules based on the principle of reciprocity. When pastoralists have access to and control over natural resources based on these rules, they can protect their livelihoods, obtain food and be prepared for disasters. If not, they become more vulnerable and less able to recuperate after droughts and other shocks. 

To secure their rights 

Rules on access and control are important because they provide stability and clarity to such an adaptive system as pastoralism. The customary institutions and common property regimes that are in place are based on a rich knowledge of the drylands’ ecosystem and have stood the test of time. Together, pastoralists agree on the number of livestock, the duration of grazing etc. Their knowledge allows pastoralists to make decisions on access and use that will not overburden the environment they all depend on. Decentralisation and support for these local institutions therefore allow pastoralists to secure their land rights and manage natural resources in a sustainable manner. 

To address conflicts and competition 
Others (pastoralists from different groups, farmers, wildlife) need access to natural resources, too. In addition, population growth is putting pressure on access to natural resources. Competition for natural resources can lead and has often led to conflict. Conflict and violence impede livestock marketing and trade. It is therefore of crucial importance to support the communal regulation of access to and use of natural resources, especially since the context of individual land and resource tenure can more easily lead to the cooling or even breakdown of relationships.    
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